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MEMORANDUM 
 

To: Pastors and Administrators, Principals of Parish Schools and Incorporated Schools, and 

Management of RCAB-Affiliated Entities 

 

From: Francis J. O’Connor, General Counsel – Archdiocese of Boston 

 

RE: Political Activities  

 

Date: July 13, 2020   ______________________ 

 

It is that time of year again when political activities begin to increase relating to the upcoming 

national and local elections. As the practice in previous years, it is important to remind you of the 

limitations on political activities that may be conducted by non-profit entities. While being a member of 

the clergy or an employee of an RCAB-affiliated entity does not in any way diminish your individual 

rights as a citizen to participate in the political process, you must be aware of the guidelines published 

by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (“USCCB”) Office of General Counsel to 

dioceses, parishes, and other Catholic organizations to assist them in distinguishing activities that are 

permitted during election campaigns from activities that are prohibited. 

  

As you know from prior communications, the Internal Revenue Code contains provisions directing 

that an organization exempt from federal income tax under Section 501(a) and described in Section 

501(c)(3) may not “participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distributing of 

statements), any political campaign on behalf of (or in opposition to) any candidate for public office.” 

 

To that end, I encourage you to review the USCCB “Political Activity and Lobbying Guidelines for 

Catholic Organizations” dated August 1, 2018 (the “Guidelines”) which may be found at the following 

USCCB link: http://www.usccb.org/about/general-counsel/political-activity-guidelines.cfm. Although 

the Guidelines do not contemplate every possible circumstance in which you may find yourself, they do 

answer many of the questions that you might face.  

 

The Guidelines also comment on the use of Social Media as it relates to potential political activity. 

Social Media such as blogs and various social networking sites like Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and 

YouTube can present risks of political campaign intervention. Reiterating that one’s individual rights to 

participate in the political process are not intended to be diminished, one’s presence on Social Media, 

even beyond an organization’s page or website, can be associated with the organization. These risks 

present ever increasing challeges to the ability of an exempt organization from crossing the line into 

unpermitted political activity. 

 

http://www.usccb.org/about/general-counsel/political-activity-guidelines.cfm


 

These types of Social Media issues will draw a heightened scrutiny in a highly charged political 

atmosphere. Questions to keep in mind are: (1) whether the post or communication at issue expresses an 

opinion (positive or negative) about a candidate; and (2) whether that communication is attributable to 

the Catholic organization. I encourage you to read the Guidelines for more information in this regard. 

  

If you have any questions concerning this issue, please do not hesitate to contact me at 617-746-

5680 or email me at Francis_O’Connor@rcab.org.  
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